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January 6, 1900 42 

Quarantine of the U. S. transport Kilpatrick at Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, December 25, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report on the detention 
of the U. S. transport Kilpatrick at Mariel Quarantine Station : 

On the 19th instant I was informed by Major Davis, chief sanitary 
inspector of the city of Havana, that a case of yellow fever had been 
removed from the Kilpatrick on the day previous and taken to the 
hospital. Act. Asst. Surg. D. B. Dudley was immediately sent on board 
the vessel to investigate, and learned that the patient, a discharged 
soldier, took passage at Matanzas for New York via Havana. The vessel 
remained in this port five days, and on the night of the fifth day, the 
17th instant, was taken sick with a chill, headache, and high fever. 
The following morning the doctor of the transport, considering the case 
suspicious, had the patient removed to the hospital. The vessel was 
immediately disinfected and held in quarantine. On the afternoon of 
the 20th instant I learned on inquiry that the United States Army board 
of experts had not been able to arrive at a diagnosis of this case, but the 
attending physician at the hospital stated that the case was one of yellow 
fever. Some hours afterwards I was informed by Major Davis that the 
case was considered one of yellow fever by the physician in charge of 
the hospital. I then asked that the steamship KUpatrick be sent to Mariel 
Quarantine Station, to be held under observation during the period of 
incubation. The board of experts reserved its decision for five days, 
and yesterday announced that the case was not one of yellow fever, but 
of typhoid. 

My action in this matter has been commended, both by Major Davis 
and by members of the board of experts, as being on the side of safety. 

The fact that a large vessel like the Kilpatrick can be sent to Mariel 
for detention, proves the natural advantages which that place offers as 
a quarantine station. The KUpatrick is a vessel of 3,730 tons, and is 
probably the largest vessel which has ever entered Mariel Harbor, and 
this instance proves that the statements made that vessels of large draft 
can not enter Mariel are unfounded. 

Eespectfully, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Reports from Matanzas and Isabela de Sagua. 

Matanzas, Cuba, December 27, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following sanitary report of the 
quarantine district under my command for the week ended December 
23, 1899 : 

Matanzas. — Twenty- three deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas 
during the period covered by this report, showing a mortality of 30.02 
per thousand. The principal causes of death were as follows : Tuber- 
culosis, 5 ; malarial fever, 4 ; heart disease, 2 ; enteritis, 2 ; senility, 1 ; 
cerebral congestion, 2; other causes, 7. The following cases of an in- 
fectious character were reported : Typhoid fever, 1 ; infectious fever, 
1 . Two vessels were inspected on arrival. Two bills of health were 
issued to foreign vessels and 2 certificates of inspection to coasting 



Isabela de Sagua. — Acting Asst. Surg. Pedro Garcia Eiera reports that 



